SOME STOCK WILLS
Charles Phillips

John Rimar (of Ramsden), 1574 (A. of E., Gyll, 79):
~ ‘Item 1 give to Alice Williams my daughter by lawe whether I live

or dye one bleake Cowe called Nutte.’

Ellene Newball, 1638 (A. of E., Whitehead, 1638-53, p. 34).

*Item I giue my wel beloued sonne John Newball in respect of the preat
affection he hath showne towards me by tending and releiveing me in the tvme
of my necessitic and sicknesse two cowes, the one a whitefaced grimble
Cowe and the other a red cow.’ '

Sometimes a bequest is expressed in very candid language :

Richard Palmer (of Stock), 1554 (A. of E., Bastwych, 224).

‘Item I do geve and bequethe unto my wife iiii loades of wood yt
ys in the yeard 11 trees vt is in the common of the best and one of the worst.’

The clergy were frequently called upon to act as supervisors
or witnesses of wills : ;

John SSaul, 1431 (A. of E,, Winterburn, 167).

‘I ordain and make sir John Rector of harvardstoke aforesaid super-
visor . 4

Robert Hyd, 1500 (A. of E., Stephyn, 1).

‘ These beryng wittenessthe the parson Thomas Baly water brvgges
of Ramesdon belhous.” ;

It was quite a common occurrence for bequests of rings to
be made :

Richard Alderman, of Stock, in a nuncupative will of 1607
(P.C.C., Wingfield, 49).









