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STOCK VILLAGE APPRAISAL

FOREWORD

Stock is enjoyed for its village life, community spirit, atmosphere, amenities,
peaceful environment, quality of life, it’s a pleasant well kept village, it’s a
nice place to bring up children, it has interesting buildings. These are just a
few of the reasons given by the people of Stock for living here. There are many
other reasons and of course many expressions of concern given by the people
who want to maintain Stock  as a pleasant place to live. This document gives
the reader an insight into the way others in the village live their lives, what
they enjoy about the village and how they want to see the village cater for its
residents in this new millennium. The survey was carried out throughout the
whole village, everyone had an opportunity to contribute. The facts and
figures are available in this document in summary and hopefully user
friendly format. Greater detail and full list of comments can be obtained by
visiting the local library where the summary of the raw data is held as
produced by the steering committee.

Questionnaires were delivered to 914 households in Stock inviting a response from all members of the
household over 11 years of age. 415 were completed and returned, representing 45% of the total village. The
project team considered this an encouraging response, far above their original expectations.

The appraisal highlighted the areas of greatest current concern such as levels of traffic passing through the
village, parking in the village, development proposals generally throughout the wider area, policing, security, and
maintenance of highways and pavements. Peoples concerns and wishes for the village have been made public.
Anyone can use the information now and in the future to factually point out what the people of Stock want and
need for the future. 

Who knows what this information will be used for in the future. It is satisfying though to know we have the
record should we need it or should our descendents just be a little curious as to how we lived our lives...

Gary R Stringer

The favourite response
given in the appraisal

has to be the following:

When asked whether
they had lived in Stock
all their life the answer

given was:

‘not yet I’m still alive’

Due to the nature of the questionnaire and the responses and concerns raised some repetition within this document is necessary in
order that each section gives a true record of comments received for that section.



The People of Stock

Of the 949 people in the households analysed by the
appraisal 51 % were women. Analysis of the age groups
showed 4% were under 5 years of age, 11% were 5-15, 6%
16-24, 20% 25-44, 33% 45-64, 26% 65+. 

19% had lived in Stock less than 5 years, 38% 5-20 years,
29% 20-40 years, 7% over 40 years and only 7% had lived
in Stock all their lives.

Reasons given for moving to Stock - 86 comments received
including the following: work location, parents living here,
love the area, village/community life, amenities, retire to
peaceful environment, delightful village, sheltered housing, quality of life, well kept village, parish church,
farming locally, cricket club, pubs, good pleasant village environment.

Employment

Each person of the household was asked to indicate their
sector of work and location. 

Of the 653 completing this section 25% were employed,
10% were self-employed, 7% were in full time education,
12% were housewives or househusbands, 2% sick or
disabled and 44% retired. 

4% were working in agriculture or horticulture, 5% in
manufacturing, 4% in retail, 12% in the service industry,
9% in financial services, 1% in tourism, 10% in local/public
services, 6% in construction/property, 2% in transport/ communications, 0% in food processing and 47% retired.
12 people were looking for work mainly in medical, I.T. and teaching professions.

When asked for comment on improvements for local employment for a more sustainable local economy there
were very few comments received. Comments that were received included the following - promotion of local
shops (7), promotion of small business start-ups (3), relaxed planning regulations on previously used
horticultural buildings (1).

Traffic & Transport

Parking in the village centre caused problems for 46%. At
the school 6% had problems. 37% had problems at the
doctors surgery. 12% had problems with the entrance to
their property being blocked by parked cars. 

Public transport was found to be unsatisfactory by 19%.
satisfactory by 51% and 30% thought it excellent or good. 

When asked how public transport was rated 128
comments were received. 68 people stated that they do
not use it, 20 people thought it too expensive, 29 stated

that the service was poor, and further thoughts included that there was a good a.m. service but poor p.m.
service, poor weekend service and no service to Ingatestone Station. 



612 people (94%) thought there were major
danger-spots in Stock, only 42 people (6%) were
satisfied. When asked where the major danger
spots in the village are 317 comments were
received. The greatest concern was the poor
visibility at the zebra crossing, followed by the
High St junctions with Mill Rd, Swan Lane,
Common Road and concerns over the narrow
pavement outside the Cock. The many other
concerns included traffic speeds generally
throughout the lanes in the village particularly
Smallgains Lane and Downham Road, weight/volume of traffic, nervousness on paths with vehicles mounting
pavements, poor visibility and requests for additional zebra crossings at The Cock Inn and Downham Road.

Traffic speeding was thought to be the worst traffic problem in the village with 28% citing it as their biggest
concern, followed by heavy goods vehicles 27%, careless parking 13%, lack of parking space 12%, traffic noise
10% and pedestrian/vehicle conflict 10%. Speed control measures supported were traffic calming 42%, lower
speed limits 35% and extension of restricted speed area 23%. 10 people raised comment on HGV’s passing
through the village and also their use of Well Lane and Smallgains Lane. There were calls to limit weight and
width of vehicles. Other comments included school parking, over-grown hedges, parking generally and
speed limits.

When asked what speed control measures would be supported in Stock 113 comments  received including -
Reduction of speed limit to 20mph, speed cameras, HGV restriction, village bobby, speed bumps, build a by
pass, close lanes except for access, digital sign, extend kerbs, flashing lights, mini roundabout, traffic lights,
width restriction, flashing speed limit signs, island in High St, more signage, psychological barriers such as
village gateway.

Education & Training

Analysis was carried out to determine how well the village catered for education and to what extent resources
outside the village had to be utilised to meet this need. 

Of those attending playgroups 30% went to those
outside Stock. Likewise those attending nursery
school elsewhere (64%), reception/infant school
(26%), Junior school (41%). 

Quality of training. The play groups, the nursery
school, the reception/infant school and the junior
school all received a high proportion of excellent
and good ratings.

85 comments received including the following - In
favour of after-school club, holiday club, better
school transport, youth club, better play area and
facilities, swimming pool & tennis court.

When asked what other Education and Training Facilities were wanted by Stock residents 73 comments were
received including the following - craft classes, computer club, table tennis, investment club, youth club,
financial club, evening classes in village hall run by ECC, evening opening for library, exchange scheme,
languages, photography, net-ball, badminton, internet café, local history, music.



Housing & Development

On the question of housing and development 36% thought the existing number of houses was about right. 35%
thought we had too much new housing, 25% thought new housing was too expensive with 4% believing there
was too little new housing. 

When asked what people thought of the number of houses built over the last 10 years, 48 comments received
included the following - more affordable homes for the young, housing too expensive, prevent development
between Stock and Chelmsford, infrastructure at its capacity, existing density enough.

New housing. 87% were against ‘edge of village’ expansion. 90% were
against development of the green belt. 59% supported development of
Brownfield sites. 89% were against increasing density of housing within
the village.

Additional accommodation- 5% were in favour of large family homes,
26% favoured small family homes, 16% favoured homes for the elderly,
9% homes for single people and 45% wanted no further homes.

When asked to comment on any need for additional accommodation in
Stock, 48  responses were received, these included affordable housing,
sheltered/nursing accommodation, better mix of housing.

Industry & Warehousing - 90% of people were against further development of the Temple Farm area. 145
comments were received including 67 raising concerns regarding higher levels of traffic on B1007. Other
comments included, banning HGV’s,  concerns over pollution, damage to Green Belt. 3 people thought it
would  provide more jobs for the area.

Healthcare 

People were asked where their Doctors Surgery/Clinic was
located. 84% went to Stock with 15% attending Billericay, 2%
Chelmsford. 95% had no problems collecting medicine on
prescription.

Getting to hospital, doctors, chemist, chiropodist, optician,
dentist or ‘other’ was not a significant problem for the majority
although of concern to those without their own transport. 28
comments were received, the worst being problems getting to the
hospital for 7 people and lack of local dentist for 4 people.

Healthcare services were rated by categories. Overall only 2%
thought them unsatisfactory. For the benefit of readers requiring
more in-depth analysis information within the data gives details of  each healthcare service and the rating of each.

When asked ‘where is your Doctor’, those not attending Stock went to Basildon, Hutton, Ingatestone or
Shenfield.

15 comments were received with regard to health problems that effect daily living, these included 3 people wanting
specific parking, 2 people saying the pavements were unsatisfactory for the disabled, 3 people would like a scheme
for the lonely to talk to others. Complimentary comments were received for the ‘Stock Cares’ helpers.



Emergency & Community Services

Fire, ambulance, hospital, police (emergency), police (bobby), traffic reports (radio) were rated excellent, good,
satisfactory or unsatisfactory. The overall average showed 38% thought to be unsatisfactory. By far the greatest
concern was with policing with 86% believing the police presence on the beat unsatisfactory and 44% thought
the police emergency service unsatisfactory. 

The Neighbourhood Watch scheme was thought to work by 43%. 14% thought it didn’t work and 43% had no
opinion. Of the 36 comments received 19 stated that there should be more participation and communication.

Anti-social behaviour was rated in 4 categories of concern. A lot, sometimes, rarely, or not at all. Theft was the
greatest concern with 37% concerned ‘a lot’. Under this category vandalism accounted for 24%, drunkenness 10%,
and mugging 6%. Of the 53 comments received, 10 mentioned the Beer Festival and pub noise, 13 litter and
rubbish, 7 cars speeding, 8 dog fouling, 3 inconsiderate parking and 2 people complained about ‘snobbery’.

16% said there were areas in Stock in which they felt unsafe. 95 comments received. 26 people were concerned
about unlit lanes after dark, 12 thought the B1007 dangerous whilst walking, 11 were concerned about
Common Road and Well Lane, 10 were concerned about Back Lane and School Lane with 7 people worried
when in the Woods. 4 people raised their concerns about pub closing time and the Beer Festival.

Community Services - People thinking a greater police
presence was required accounted for 88%, better
consultation between police and local people 81%,
neighbourhood watch 84%, improved street lighting 56%,
more drug/drink education and prevention 57%, more
activities for young people 89%, a ‘good neighbour’ type
scheme 81%, cable TV 23%, better satellite TV reception
18%, better on-digital TV reception 24%, allotments 31%,
public toilets 33%. 35 comments were received including
7 people wanting a village ‘bobby’, 7 wanting a children’s
play area, 6 wanting public toilets, telephone and a car
park and 3 wanting more street lighting.

The standard of Environmental Services was rated excellent, good, satisfactory or unsatisfactory. The greatest
concern was street lighting with 32% rating it as unsatisfactory. Snow clearance rated unsatisfactory by 29%,
roadside care/street cleaning 28%, mains electricity supply 14%, TV reception 7%, mains gas supply 8%, mains
water supply 5%, radio reception 4%, refuse collection 2%. Of the 61 comments received, 14 people mentioned
power cuts, 15 people thought street cleaning and attending to hedges & ditches was poor, 6 people mentioned
the condition of road surfaces, 6 people had poor radio reception, 4 people received poor standard of telephone
and mobile service, 3 people mentioned poor street lighting and 3 people highlighted a poor gas service.

The  state of roads, pavements, verges, street lighting, village greens, Stock Common, hedges and ditches was
rated excellent, good, satisfactory or unsatisfactory. The greatest concern was pavements with 40% rating them
as unsatisfactory. Street lighting was rated unsatisfactory by 33%, hedges & ditches 27%, verges 23%, roads 20%,
Stock Common 16% village greens 3%. 85 comments were received, some of which covered more than one topic.
21 people thought ditches were in poor condition, 20 had similar thoughts with regard to hedges and verges, 15
thought pavements dangerous, 5 wanted better dog fouling cleansing, 10 wanted better parking, 22 wanted a
play area, 2 wanted improved street lighting.

Recycling was favoured by the majority with 85% of the people of Stock prepared to  separate items of refuse.
The bottle bank ‘was or would be’ used by 72%, public bulk rubbish lorry 56%, visiting skip for garden waste
61%, newspaper bank 67%, clothes bank57%, can bank 57%.

The number/location of litter bins was thought to be poor by 24% of people. 
The number/location of dog bins was thought to be poor by 42% of people.



The facilities in Stock thought to need improving were, for pedestrians 75%, cyclists 54%, wheelchairs 76%,
pushchairs 71%, partially sighted 78%. Comments were received from 22 people including 8 people who
wanted improvements to pavements. 2 wanted safer horse riding facilities, 1 wanted further benches for the
elderly and 3 people were concerned about cars blocking footpaths.

Retail & Other Facilities

The questionnaire asked how often people used the shops and
services in Stock. The local shop was used by 23% daily and 54%
weekly. Public Houses in Stock were used daily by 4% and weekly by
30%. The library 1% using it daily and 27% weekly. The post office
was used daily by 8% and weekly by 63%. The Doctors Dispensary was
used daily by 1% with 23% using it weekly. Comments included -
People wanting a greengrocers (57), butcher (48), restaurant or tea
shop (12), bakery (8), bank or cash point (8), chemist (7),
fishmongers (2), DIY shop (1). 3 people stated that no further retail
outlets were required.

The reasons for using the local shop were, good value 6%, social
contact 18%, time saving 25%, saving transport costs 15%, lack of

transport 4%, last minute items 33%. A larger library would be welcomed by 61% of the people, longer opening
hours by 65%. When asked why people shop in Stock comments included  - bread very good, convenience,
support local shops, enjoy walking to village, internet facility in library, no car, staff helpful, personal service,
polite, buy lottery tickets, ‘use or lose’.

Recreation & Leisure

54% of people blamed poor publicity for not participating in existing Stock based recreation or leisure facilities.
31% said they had no interest in the current activities. 4% said they did not have the transport. 2% said there was
no provision for the disabled. 8% said they had no-one to go with. 

When asked what prevented them from participating in existing Stock based recreational or leisure facilities replies
received included - Age, work pressures, ‘am I welcome to join or must I be introduced’, need to know, busy life,
prepared to teach advanced gardening classes, need computer club, health, mainly aimed at elderly, unfriendly to
newcomers, geared around the retired age group, too old.

When asked ‘what activities would you like to see for
all’, replies received included - aerobics, gym, archery,
arts & crafts, badminton, swimming, table tennis, short
tennis, clay pigeon shooting, coffee morning club,
community centre, computer classes, tap dancing,
country & western, dance classes, keep fit, yoga, film
club, tai chi, musical events, natural history, pottery,
song writing, ramblers/walkers, darts, golf for children,
talks, tea shop, bridge, scrabble, board games, weight
watchers, health farm.

When asked what activities would you like to see for the
young, replies received included - youth club, astro-turf,
badminton, better playground, cubs, scouts, brownies,  guides, computer club, football, rugby, youth club, maths,
English, snooker, toddlers group, play area, pony club, tennis, tumble tots, music group. 

When asked what activities would you like to see for the elderly, replies received included -arts/crafts, bridge,



chess, scrabble, community/disabled centre, keep fit, lunch club, music/dancing, rambling, short mat bowls, tea
dances, social club, swimming group, whist drive. 

From a communications point of view its interesting to note many people are asking for activities that we already
have. Perhaps we could learn something from this feedback.

Communication and Information

Where do the people of Stock get information about what
events are taking place in Stock? Stock Press 32%, notices
in shops/pubs etc 28%, official notice boards 27%, local
papers 14%. 49% thought the information about what is
going on in Stock was reasonable with 34% saying it was
good and 17% saying it was poor. Comments included -
extended coverage of Stock Press (29),
leaflets/newsletters (49), Parish Council newsletter (14),
information by post (9), Local Authority mailshots (8),
internet (7), local press (7), better notice boards (6).

63% of people thought that matters being considered at national, county and district level which have an impact
on Stock e.g. Planning, Transport, Health Care, are not adequately reflected in the communications they
receive. 74% of people would like to see an improvement in the quality, timeliness or relevance of the
information concerning Stock available to their household.

Local Government

Although 79% were not satisfied with the way money was spent in local government only 43% were happy to
pay higher taxes to meet additional needs. 61% of the people had not attended a Parish Council meeting. Of the
39% who do attend 95% had attended during the last year. 54% said they knew who their local Parish
Councillors were, 36% said they knew who their Borough Councillor was and 27% said they knew who their
County Councillor was.

Religion

Active members of the local churches were The Church of
England 70%, The Free Church 13%, The Roman Catholic
Church 17%.People attending places of worship outside of
Stock did so for the following reasons. Time of services are
better 30%, religion/denomination not catered for 37%,
better facilities for children 22%, access problems in local
place 4%, poor local information 7%.

When asked why people worshiped outside the village
comments included - already belonged to a church
elsewhere before moving to Stock, different style of service,
family connections, prefer lower church, style of service,
friends elsewhere.

Environment

People were asked what they thought should be done to enhance the local environment of Stock. 
By far the greatest desire was to reduce traffic. This was the concern of 70% of the people responding. Other



suggestions were less dog fouling 55%, less litter 46%, planting of
trees/hedges 37%, removal of overhead cables 34%, increased
street lighting 30%, improved rights of way 28%, bus shelter
improvements 16%, reduction of highway signage 10%, reduction
of private security lighting 8%, increase of private security
lighting 5%, reduction of street lighting 4%.

People were asked what features of the village/surrounding
countryside were important to them. They were asked to
categorise a list of headings as essential, necessary or don’t mind.
In order of priority the Green Belt was considered essential by
92%, Green Fields 89%, Trees 89%, Wildlife 87%, Conservation
Areas 87%, Woods 84%, Common 81%, Rights of Way 80%,
Hedges 78%, Historical Buildings 73%, Pond 60%.

The extension to Swan Woods was supported by 87% with 10% expressing no opinion.

People were asked to express their view on the appearance of parts of the village. 84% though the overall
appearance was good or satisfactory however hedges and ditches were the greatest concern with 31% saying they
were ‘poor’. The ponds were considered poor by 24%, the surrounding roads 14%, the High Street 7%, and the
Common just 5%.

Play Area - 34% thought improvements were essential with 24% saying they were necessary. Roads and Highway
footpaths - 39% thought improvements were essential with 38% saying they were necessary.
Bridleways/footpaths - 30% thought improvements were essential with 42% saying they were necessary.

General comments for this section included - requests for better footpath signage, better play area, dog proof
play area required, need to cut back overhanging trees in High St, play area required to rear of village hall, pot
holes need attention, cricket pavilion need improving, ditches need clean up & clearance for drainage, banning
lorries from village lanes, extend 30mph zone, dog fouling and speed cameras.
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