Conclusion

A sicture of farming methods and conditions of the times
codld be buitt up from rich sources of contemporary reports
by such agriculturalists as Edward Laurence in the early
eizhteenth century, Arthur Young to the early nineteenth
century, and Primrose McConnell later in the nineteenth
and early twentieth century. A more definitive picture is
given by land azents, and the reports to the Agricultural
Commissioners . Th=2 balance is achieved by comparing the ideal
with the actuatl.

The Essex farmer, with his large area of arahle Tand

has always been particularly vulnerable to climatic conditions.
This, together with nationwide economic trends, and outside
influences - waré not being the least - have comhined to
make the zeneral troughs even more denressed, At the times
in tha gighteenth and nineteenth century when farmers coul
not even pay their rents, ran up debts, or found themselves
unable to check the Jereliction of their land, they weare
fortunate to be tenants of a large estate belonging to a
Progressive landowner. The two farms studied were fortunate
that their landlords, the Petres, were businessmen whose
financial interests were not entirely tied up in the land.

They were not so totally liberal as one of their agents
lead us to believe., Frank Coverdale at the end of the
nineteenth century, reported that his employer used capital
for buildinzs and general improvements on his farms during the
depression, when he could have invested his money more
profitab]y.. This was true, but it was in Lord Detre's_ interest
to improve his proparty in the iong term, so that he or his
successors would benefit by hicher rentals when agriculture

again became economically viable. The Petres also had .



sufficient canital available to tide over their farmers in

difficult times. Again, this was to their advantage rather than
have a farm in hand. 1t is possible that‘in some cases a farm
could be returned to a more fertile condition by injection of
capital whiie in hand, so that it would be easier to satisfy

a new tenant, and charge a higher rent. This may have been

the case with Fristling Hall farm before the Scottish tenant
took over,

The relationship between the agents and the tenants of the
Petre estates during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
appears to have been one of mutusl trust. The agents seemed
to have been able to balance the interests of their employers
with those of the tenant farmers. One such Farmer?remembers
Frank Coverdale, when he used to visit his father's farm.

The agent was labelled a 'character' and was very popular
with allt the farmers in the district, as they found him always
willing to listen and try to solve any problems. They trusted
him to act in their best interests.

The two farms under consideration both have difficult soi}
which has rzquired expert husbandry a2s well as a high level
of expenditure on manures and fertilizers. They have, therefore
been more prone to be affected by the weather, and economic
trends than most. Their history is a fairly accurate barometer
of English farining in gerneral, and of Fssex in oarticular.
ft is notic=able, however that until the depression of the
nineteenth century neither of these farms succumbed auite as
easily and quickly to adverse conditions as did some of the
others on the estate. Michael! Mason is the exception in the
1839's, but it is possible that he had other commitments.

It is her=2 that we come to the greatest variable in farming

- the farmer himself,



Wwith more research.into newspaper reoorts, and articles in
journals, as well as contact with descendents of farmers in
thfs study, it should be poséib]e to understand something more
of their lives and characters. Had there heen time, it would
have been interesting to delve into the mass of manorial
documents for the two manors, where there are many scraps of
avidence referring to the manor farms and their tenants in
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Some simple receipts
and memoranda are purely connected with the farms rather than
manor courts.

Without earlier evidence, there are three men who stand above
the rest - The two Thomas Bridges of Fristling Yall in the early
nineteenth century, and Robert Craig in the late nineteenth
early 20th century. [t is true that their farming activities
are more fully documented than most, but even wi;hout this,
their record from available farming accounts for the Thorndon
Sstate, show them to be men who could stay the course, even when
the going was rousgh.

Thomas Bridze emerges as an exceptional farmer, keening the
best of the old methods, yet all the time willing to experiment

with new ideas and form his own unbiassed conclusions. His

farms were keot impeccably, and his son appeared to have benefited

from his father's training, and prospered accordingly. Perhaps
Thomas Bridge Jnr. lacked the judgement of his father - but

then perhaps he, too, would have been tempted to take on more
land in the boom years of the nineteenth century.

Robert Craig, later in the century, was altogether a different

character. University educated (he was going to take Holy Orders

until circumstances forced him to carry on his fathers farm in
: 3

Scotland ) he always had his passion for the horses he bred.

-



Unlike most immigrant farmeré, his interests widened his circle
of associates, and one tends to think that although he was
business-like in his approach to farming, that he farmed with

a Feeling for the land, and was in touch with current ideas.

There is little one can say of the earlier farmers without
much more research, although for the most part they seemed to
hold their own as well as others in the district, if not better
than some.

0f the last Masons to farm Crondon, there are many questions
raised. As neighbours of the Bridges, and with marginally
better land, would they not have farmed in a similar manner?

It is true that they did not appear to have as much capital
available, but they had more assistance from the Petres owing to
the Catholic interest. Perhaps the last Michael Mason to farm
Crondon had too many other interests to ahsorb him.

The interim tenants of Crondon Park in the Tqﬁe nineteenth
century seem to be classic casualities of the depression, with
too little capital to work the land.

Thomas Ushorne was probably the exception, having been the

exe cutor to the estate of the previous tenant before taking on
the farm in his own name. It almost looks as if it was done as
a favour to the Petres the farm being kept on as a shoot. Usborne
was to become M.P for Brentwood by 1896, and also a president
of The Essex Agricultural Society."L

Wilson of Fristling Hall was more of a businessman than a

farmer, and prospered later on with a more speculative approach
to buying up farms. He was reputed to have a very tight control
of expenditure, and never really integrated with the farming

community of the district.

There can be no firm conclusions about any one small district.



National economic trends must be reflected, but the reasons

for variations from district to district come down in the end

to weather and economic conditions together with the human element.

Which brings me back to the statement made by Richard Jefferies

quoted at the beginning of this study..



- 57 -

References

Conclusion

1. F.Coverdale (agent to Lord Petre) Peport to Royal
Commission 1893 t.R.0, D/Dr F17

2. Nr. A.J.3mith of Fristling Hall - his father farred

neizhbouring farm of Imphey Hall.

3, Mrs. W. Orr, grand-dauzhter of Robert Craig



APPENDIX 1

Tables from 'English Farming Past and Present'

Lord Ernle
Page L88 .

A. PRICES OF WHEAT, 1646-1¢26.2

(i) BTATEMENT OF THE ANNUAL AVEBAGE PRICE Oor WHEAT PER IAPERIAL
QUARTER AT ETON, reoM THE YEAR 16846 TO 1770.
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1646 - - 44 0 1688 - - 42555 1730 - - 33 &
1647 - - 87 & 1689 - - 20 =0 1731 - - 30 0
1648 - - 77 10 1650 - - A3 e 21 1732 - - 24 4
1649 - - 73 3 1691 - B Skl 1733 - . 25 1]
1650 - - 702 1692 - - 42 8 1734 - - 35 -0
1651 - - 67 2 1693 - - 6l 11 1735 - - 39 4
1852 - - 45 4 1694 - - SR 1736 - - 368 11
1853 - - 32 & 1695 - - 48 6 1737 - - 34 9
1664 - - 23 9 1896 - - 65 0 1738 - - 320
1855 - - 30 6 1697 - - 55 0 [ el 0- - 36 2
1656 - - 39 4 1698 - - 6257 1740 - - 46 5
1657 - - 42 8 1699 - - 588 =0T 1741 - - 42 8
1658 - B 59 6 1700 - - 3hE ] 1742 - - sl
1859 - - 60 6 1701 - - 34 5 1743 - - 22 0O
1660 - - 51 8 1702 - - 26 11 1744 - - 22 9
1881 - - 64 1 1703 - - 33=0 1745 - - 25D
1662 - - 67 9 1704 - = $= 57 1746 - . 35 9
1863 - - 52 3 17085 - - 256 1747 - - 31 10
1664 - - e ipfeed | 1708 - - 230 1748 - - 33 10
1665 - - 45 2 1707 - - 2=l 1749 - oA =RRE D
1666 - - 33 =0 1708 - - Sl 1750 - - 208
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167) - - 33 1 1712 - - 42 5 1754 - - LS
1671 - - 38 6 1713 - - 46 9 1765 -, - Siksea()
1672 - - 37 =6 1714 - - 46 1 17566 - - 4l 4
1673 - . 42 8 1715 - - 39 4 1757 - - 66 0
1674 - - 62 10N 1 1T 18" - 44 0 1758 - * 43 9
1676 - . 50 2 1717 - - 41 10 1759 - - 33 4
1678 - - 34 9 1718 - - 35 6 1760 - - 33 &
1877 - - 38 8 1719 - - S2e=() 1761 - - 2
1878 - - 54 0 1720 - - 33 10 1762 - - 35 9
1679 - - 56 0 1721 - - 34 4 1763 - - 2
1680 - . 41 3 1722 - - d3e=0 1764 - - WESB
1681 - - 42 8 1723 - - a0 1765 - - 19 6
€82 - NnEa gl s .- 3810 e o T T
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1634 - - 40 3 1726 - - 42 1768 - - G5eEs
1685 - - OSSN 1727 - - 38" 6 1769 - - 41 10
16586 - - il Esl 1728 - - 49 11 1770 - - 44 10
1887 - - 23 0 1729 - - 42 10

| |

1 The figures for 1646-1770 are taken from Returns Relaling (o the Importation znd Erporta-
tiom of Cumm, ete.; Parliamentary Paper 177 (1343), p. 17. Those for 1771-1910 are taken
from Agncediural Stutistics, 1910, vol. xlv. pt. 3 (Cd. 5738, pp. 232-35). Those for 1911-28
are taken from A;n‘adn:d Statistics lor the years in question.




PRICES OF WHEAT, 1771-1935

SMENT OF THE ANNUAL AVERAGE PRICE OF BRITISH WHEAT PER
2IAL QUARTER IN ExGLAND AND WaLES, FROM 1771 To 1935.

» Average Average Aver
S Prices. Years. Prices. Years. Pric:}:sg.e
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- 2l 1844 - - 51 3 1899 - - 25 8B
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B gL} ) | 1861 - - 8656 4 19186 - . 68 5
B 75 & 1862 - - oo b 1917 - - 5 9
- 81 4 1863 - - 44 9 1918 - - 7% 10
- 97 4 1864 - - 40 2 1919 - - 72 11
- 1085 1865 - - 41 10 1920 - - 80 10
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- | 96 11 1872 - . 57 0 |!1927. - 49 3
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- 74 6 1874 - - ab 9 11929 - - 422
- 67 10 1875 - . 45 .2 11930 - . 3t 3
- 56 ) 1876 - - 46 2 11931 - - 24 8
. 44 -7 18%7 - - 56 9 11932. ‘- 25 4
- 33 % 1878 - - 48 5 11933 - - 22 10
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1 Converted from the ascertained price per cwt.




EXTRACT FROM THORMOON ESTATE AZCOUNTS

EVS et

D/DP 7381

FROM CRONDON HALL

Abstract of cash accounts from 6th. September 1884 to 29th. September 1885.

Receipts

£

LN

To valuz of livestock sold LONZ:
Farm oroduce sold 139 b
Poultry and ezgs sold Bal g 1L

To balance due to Messrs, Sparrow,

el emal (Ee s s i S0 s i)

2d

c.

EFxpenditure

AND FRISTLING

£
general farm labour 788
tradesmen's bills 126
Cforn, seeds, cake etc. 423
Livestock bought 5L
Rates, taxes 8255
Threshking - chaffcutting 87
coals purchased 15
Meanures 61
chalk 10
miscellaneous 1
ilr. Marriag= on account-salary 100
Entered on summary folio 2
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